THE CURIOUS ELIMINATION OF

HUNTING
AFRICAN ANIMALS
Unfair Reasons Ban Hunting Of
Dama Gazelle, Oryx And Addax
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY DANIEL SCOTT

Like the oryx, the addax
(Addax nasomaculatus)
also comes from the Sahara region of North
Africa and is well adapted
to the arid and rocky regions of south and central
Texas.
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eads low, the two antelope
emerged from the brush along
a fence line. Massive horns
curved up, arching back for nearly
three feet before ending in delicate
and horribly sharp tips. Both antelope
were white and nearly free of markings, save for a bit of burnt orange
across the neck. I peered through the
lens as they approached, my heart
beating fast. They were so clear
through the 50mm objective that it
seemed as if I could reach out and
touch them.
The scimitar-horned oryx is an antelope that is native to the Sahara region of Africa. Over time, their
population dwindled away from habitat loss due to the deleterious effects of
decades of war, as well as from hunting. For an animal that was declared officially extinct in the year 2000, these
two oryx seemed awfully real.
I gently increased the pressure on
my index finger. The camera shutter
flickered once, twice, three times as I
snapped away photographs. As much
as I would have liked to be out actually
hunting, it simply wasn’t possible now.
For over a year a de facto ban has been

in place on any killing of the oryx.
In 2005, the oryx, as well as the
addax and the dama gazelle which
were both facing similar fates, were
added to the United States’ endangered species list. Normally, this
would have put an end to almost all
hunting activity where the species
were concerned, but a prior partnership between ranchers, the Exotic
Wildlife Association, and local
wildlife preservation organizations
such as Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
had already created a wildly successful breeding program. They had been
working together successfully since
the early 1980s to rescue all three
species from extinction.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) saw the success of the
breeding program and wisely allowed
it, and hunting of the species on private game ranches, to continue under
a special exclusion to the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). This permitted
ranchers to continue to profit from
the hunters, each of whom pay over
$5,000 for permission to kill an oryx.
The end result was a huge net increase in herd size, with numbers ris-

ing from only a few dozen to over
11,000 animals on Texas ranches in
early 2012. The success for the Addax
is even more striking: their population had hit a rock-bottom low of two;
one male and one female, before rebounding to over 5,000.
From the early 1980s on through
2012, the program worked wonderfully. In the heat of summer, with the
spring turkey season over and deer
season not yet begun, hundreds of
hunters would travel to any one of the
dozens of enormous ranches that
stretch for miles and miles across
south and central Texas. These highfenced operations make available
dozens of exotic species, including
American bison, Aoudad sheep, North
American elk, and axis deer, as well as
many native African species such as
the oryx, for anyone willing to pony
up the dough. Because they are considered non-game species by the state
of Texas, they are not governed by
wildlife hunting regulations and can
be taken at any time.
Not that a successful kill is a sure
thing. Animal rights activists have
long lambasted high-fenced ranches

The gracefully arching horns of the oryx are suspected to be the genesis of the mythical unicorn.
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